
 

Help the Nova Scotia Nature Trust 

 Save the Wild Blue! 

January 27, 2020 

 
 
 

The Nova Scotia Nature Trust has made an ask to Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) for a 
contribution to the Save the Wild Blue campaign for the purchase of the Blue Mountain 
Wilderness Connector, a key block of ecologically rich, undeveloped land between two disjunct 
sections of wilderness area.  This is an opportunity to let your Councillor know that you care 
about the Blue Mountain - Birch Cove Lakes (BMBCL) and that you endorse this ask. Your 
support will also, once again, confirm the broad level of interest and commitment to the 
creation of the BMBCL Regional Wilderness Park. 
 

Contacting Your Councillor 

Write, email, or call your councillor to tell them that you support HRM spending money to protect 

lands in the BMBCL, including funding the Nova Scotia Nature Trust’s request to purchase the Blue 

Mountain Wilderness Connector.  

Our councillors are meant to represent YOU and YOUR VALUES. By voicing your support for the Nova 

Scotia Nature Trust’s request for funding, you are letting your councillor know that the protection of 

this property and the BMBCL is important to YOU. 

To Make Your Case 

1. Start by telling your councillor that you support HRM allocating funds to help the Nova Scotia 

Nature Trust purchase the Blue Mountain Wilderness Connector. 

Open your letter with your ask front and centre: Tell your councillor that you support them allocating 

HRM funds to the purchase of the Blue Mountain Wilderness Connector. 

2. Tell your Councillor WHY the Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes matters to YOU  

Here’s your opportunity to share your story with your councillor. WHY do YOU support the protection 

of the Blue Mountain Wilderness Connector and the BMBCL? As a LEGACY PROJECT, is it for… 

✓ making Halifax one of the few cities in North America to have access to this kind of parkland? 

✓ the hiking and canoeing? 

✓ the habitat and connectivity it provides to our local wildlife? 
 
 



✓ the opportunities to enjoy a natural environment so available to so many residents? 

✓ the ecological impact it has on HRM like clean air and clean water?  

✓ the economic impact it will have on the surrounding communities and HRM in general? 
 

3. Tell your Councillor that you want them to uphold their commitment to Halifax’s environment and 

the long-promised Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes Regional Park. 

HRM actively acknowledges and promotes its natural assets as one of its great qualities. Multiple HRM 

documents, plans, reports, and resources highlight the value and importance of our natural 

environment to outdoor recreation and overall quality of life. Those writings include ample mention of 

the need for the protection and enhancement of our natural resource in support of HRM’s economic, 

environmental, strategic and climate change goals, all adding to the commitment to establish a park in 

the BMBCL. Some of those documents include: 

➢ Strategic Priorities Plan 2020/2021 Report,  

➢ Halifax Regional Municipal Planning Strategy (2014 Update), 

➢  Halifax Green Network Plan (2018),  

➢ Urban Forest Master Plan (2013),  

➢ HalifACT 2050: Acting on Climate Change Together (2019),  

➢  Halifax Economic Growth Plan 2016-2021: Action Plan Years 3-5, 

➢ 2020/21 Draft Capital Budget  

NOTE: The 2020/21 Capital Budget includes Parkland Acquisition Funds with the BMBCL being listed as 

a potential project. 

 

Remind your councillor that they have made these commitments to the BMBCL. Let them know that by 

helping to fund the Nova Scotia Nature Trust’s purchase of the Blue Mountain Wilderness Connector, 

they are making positive steps to uphold this commitment. Here are just a few relevant quotes and 

information from these documents: 

 “The natural environment is one of the defining features of HRM, with its extensive coastline, 

lakes, rivers and vast forested areas.” 

Halifax Regional Municipal Planning Strategy (2014 Update), p 16  

 

 “HRM intends to create additional Regional Parks at various locations throughout HRM 

including the Blue Mountain - Birch Cove Lakes” 

Halifax Regional Municipal Planning Strategy (2014 Update), p 28 

 

 Objective 4.4.3.8. “Continue to place an emphasis on planning and establishing the future 

Regional Parks” (i.e. BMBCL) “that are identified within the Regional Plan.” 

Halifax Green Network Plan (2018),  p 60 

https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/regional-council/191112rc1521.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/RegionalMunicipalPlanningStrategy.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/HGNP-Final%20Report_20180726_updated.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/transportation/streets-sidewalks/HALREG%201246%20UrbanForestReport_HighRes_SINGLEPAGE_Mon20_Combined.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/energy-environment/halifact-2050-acting-climate-together
https://halifaxpartnership.com/sites/default/uploads/pages/downloads/Halifax-Economic-Growth-Plan-Action-Plan-Years-3-5-June-2018-FINAL-Web.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/regional-council/191126bc3cp.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/RegionalMunicipalPlanningStrategy.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/RegionalMunicipalPlanningStrategy.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/about-the-city/regional-community-planning/HGNP-Final%20Report_20180726_updated.pdf


4. Finish your letter by making it clear once again that you want your Councillor to support HRM allocating 

funds to help the Nova Scotia Nature Trust purchase and protect the Blue Mountain Wilderness Connector. 

 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

Sooner is better!  Budget discussions for 2020 – 2021 are going on now.  At the very latest, your 

submission should be received no later than February 28, 2020. However, the sooner this is received, 

the greater the impact, since HRM Council is considering a multitude of budgets in addition to Parks & 

Recreation where “Parkland Acquisition” is a line item. 

HRM Councillors 

You can also find your councillor here. 

 Councillor District  Phone  Email 

 Steve Streatch 1 - Waverley-Fall River-Musquodoboit Valley 902-579-6738 steve.streatch@halifax.ca 

 David Hendsbee 2 - Preston-Chezzetcook -Eastern Shore 902-483-0705 david.hendsbee@halifax.ca 

 Bill Karsten 3 - Dartmouth South-Eastern Passage 902-476-1855 bill.karsten@halifax.ca 

 Lorelei Nicoll 4 - Cole Harbour-Westphal 902-478-2705 lorelei.nicoll@halifax.ca 

 Sam Austin 5 - Dartmouth Centre 902-579-6814 sam.austin@halifax.ca 

 Tony Mancini 6 - Harbourview-Burnside-Dartmouth East 902-292-4823 tony.mancini@halifax.ca 

 Waye Mason 7 - Peninsula South-Downtown 902-430-7822 waye.mason@halifax.ca 

 Lindell Smith 8 - Peninsula North 902-579-6975 lindell.smith@halifax.ca 

 Shawn Cleary 9 - Armdale- Peninsula West 902-579-6746 shawn.cleary@halifax.ca 

 Russell Walker 10- Halifax-Bedford Basin West 902-497-7215 russell.walker@halifax.ca 

 Steve Adams 11 - Spryfield-Sambro Loop-Prospect Road 902-497-8818 stephen.adams@halifax.ca 

 Richard Zurawski 12 - Timberlea-Beechville-Clayton Park West 902-579-7453 richard.zurawski@halifax.ca 

 Matt Whitman 13- Hammonds Plains-St. Margaret's 902-240-3330 matt.whitman@halifax.ca 

 Lisa Blackburn 14 - Middle & Upper Sackville- Lucasville 902-579-7164 lisa.blackburn@halifax.ca 

 Paul Russell 15 - Lower Sackville 902-240-0441  paul.russell@halifax.ca 

 Tim Outhit 16 - Bedford- Wentworth 902-229-6385 tim.outhit@halifax.ca 

MAILING ADDRESS FOR ALL: PO Box 1749, Halifax Nova Scotia B3J 3A5 

 

  
 
 

And that’s it! Sign, seal, deliver to your local councillor. 
 

If you’d like a pre-written letter, you can copy and edit the sample provided. 
 
 

 

http://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/districts-councillors/district-look
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